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SCHOOL STUDENTS REVOLT 

WE ARE NOT REBELLING AGAINST 
TEACHERS. WE ARE REBELLING 

AGAINST THE SYSTEM. 

• KASHA KLEE, Bay of Islands College head girl 


Protest at 


Labour's 


election 


meetings 


Election day is July 27 and the political 
campaigning is under way. 

But what issues will the election focus 
on? 

The right-wing parties—National, Act 
and NZ First—are low in the polls and get¬ 
ting desperate. They are trying to whip 
up a panic, demanding draconian police 
powers and scapegoating refugees, 
Maori and beneficiaries. 

Labour is warning of political “insta¬ 
bility” or National getting back in, if they 
don’t get “two ticks”. 

High school teachers are determined 
to keep their contract dispute in the spot 
light. Auckland teachers have raised the 
idea of demonstrations outside Labour’s 
election campaign meetings. 

This would be a great way for grass¬ 
roots people to make our voices heard 
in the election, by putting the focus on 
issues like: 


I Better pay and conditions for teachers 
and other workers. 

I Removing all restrictions on workers’ 
right to strike. 

I More say for high school students. 

I Keeping genetic engineering in the lab. 

I Closing the gaps between Maori and 
Pakeha, and rich and poor. 

I Giving more power to people, not 
corporations. 

I Supporting peace and global justice, 
not war. 

I More money for health and education. 


So come along to election meetings 
where Labour candidates are speaking, 
and tell them what you think of their first 
term in office, and what they should do 
to improve the next one. 


India and Pakistan threaten nuclear war over Kashmir 


This insane system couid kiii us aii 


Nuclear nightmare hung over the world 
throughout the years of the Cold War. 

It now threatens to become a reality of : 
almost unimaginable horror. 

Those who target the missiles and run 
the Indian and Pakistani governments 
are horrifying. But all the major West¬ 
ern powers share the responsibility. 

As Indian writer Arundhati Roy 
says, “[British prime minister] Tony 
Blair arrives to preach peace, and on 
the side to sell weapons to both India 
and Pakistan.” 

India’s first nuclear device used plu¬ 
tonium supplied by Canada and equip¬ 
ment supplied by the US, Germany, France, Norway and 
Britain. 

Pakistan’s nuclear programme used equipment supplied 
by Canada, Belgium, Germany, the US, France and Britain. 

The nuclear nightmare is not some aberration caused 
just by two terrible regimes. They have been backed and 
courted by the key powers in the global system. 

Everyone must hope that this time the threat of nuclear 
devastation is averted. But it will return. It flows from the 
instability built into a world based on economic and military 
competition for profit. It flows from a system which whips up 
nationalism, and scapegoats and demonises “foreigners”. 
The US and Russia have enough nuclear weapons targeted 



at each other’s cities to destroy the world many 
times over. 

George W Bush’s insane Star Wars plan 
will make the threat of that nuclear Arma¬ 
geddon more likely. Britain, France and 
China all have enough nuclear weap¬ 
ons to kill hundreds of millions of peo¬ 
ple. Israel, a key ally of the US and 
Britain, has nuclear weapons 
aimed at every Arab capital. 
Arundhati Roy wrote last week, 
“All the music, the art, the architec¬ 
ture, the literature, the whole of hu¬ 
man civilisation mean nothing to the 
monsters who run the world. Why do 
we tolerate them? Why do we tolerate the men 
who use nuclear weapons to blackmail the entire human 
race?” 

A hundred years ago, at the start of the last century, 
the great German-Polish socialist Rosa Luxemburg 
warned that the drive to war under capitalism poses a 
stark choice for humanity. That choice is between social¬ 
ism and barbarism. It is one that faces us again today. 

Either we sit back and let the drive to war that goes hand 
in hand with capitalism destroy civilisation and plunge us 
into barbarism. Or we throw our energies into building the 
movement from below that can wrest control from the mon¬ 
sters who run the system and can build a better world. 


History behind Kashmir conflict 


India and Pakistan are teetering on 
the edge of the world’s first regional 
nuclear war. MITCH GLOCKLING 
looks at the historical origins of the 
conflict. 

The Indian sub-continent is 
where British imperialism 
learned and refined the art of 
colonisation. 

By the 18th century, the cen¬ 
tral authority of the feudal 
M ughal emperors was breaking 
down and the vast I ndian E mpire 
was a patchwork of competing 
princely states 

Taking sides in local disputes, 
the B ritlsh used the tactics of dl- 
vlde-and-conquer to gradually 
take control of the country. 

At the same time they built 
a E uropean-style army of In¬ 
dian troops commanded by 
B ritlsh officers. 

This was how India came to be 
controlled by a tiny number of 
E uropean army officers and gov¬ 
ernment officials 

When H Indu and M usilm 
sepoys (Indian soldiers In the 
B ritlsh controlled army) muti¬ 


nied In 1857 the B ritlsh recog¬ 
nised that they would have to 
smash the unity of these 
groups In order to make their 
rule secure. 

Ghurkhas and Sikhs, whose 
regiments who had supported the 
British during the mutiny, were 
mythologised as "martial races" 
and were used to police the rest 
of the native army. 

Hindu and Muslim troops 
were divided along communal 
(religious) lines, as was the rest 
of I ndian society. 

By alternately favouring one 
group over others, either eco¬ 
nomically or politically colonisa¬ 
tion bulltand entrenched "differ¬ 
ences" that became the basis for 
partition between India and Pa¬ 
kistan In 1947. 

At partition, the Indian sub¬ 
continent was divided between a 
H Indu-domlnated I ndia, and Pa¬ 
kistan for M usilms 

Kashmir Is Intensely Impor- 
tantto both the I ndian and Paki¬ 
stani ruling classes. It not only 
presents a strategic problem. It 
goes to the heart of the Ideolo¬ 


gies that underpin the reasonsfor 
their existence. 

Partition was based on the 
"two nation" theory of the 
M usilm League, which claimed 
that M usilms and H Indus could 
not live together In the same 
country. 

TheM usilm League was made 
up of wealthy M usilms who, dis¬ 
advantaged by Hindu domina¬ 
tion of I ndIa as a whole, wanted 
their own state to protect their 
commercial Interests. 

The British supported the 
League, to try and undermine the 
unity of the Independence move- 
mentled by G handl and theCon- 
gress Party. 

I n 1947 the rulers of the 534 
princely states who had worked 
In league with the British Raj 
were given the choice to become 
part of I ndia or part of Pakistan. 

Kashmir, ruled by a Hindu 
maharaja, but with a M usilm ma¬ 
jority population, evaded thlsde- 
clslon for as long as possible. 

The problem for Pakistan 
was (and Is): If the M usilm ma¬ 
jority of K ashmir does not want 


to be part of the Pakistan, then 
the"two-natlon"theoryand Pa¬ 
kistan's claim to be the home¬ 
land for all I ndian M usilms, was 
undermined. 

Conversely,If Kashmlr,aM us¬ 
ilm majority state, could not sur¬ 
vive In I ndia, then there Is little 
left of the Idea that I ndia Isa secu¬ 
lar nation where H Indus,M usilms 
and others can live together. 

So three months after Inde¬ 
pendence, Pakistan-backed fight¬ 
ers Invaded. 

I n response, I ndia sent troops 
to seize as much of Kashmir as 
they could. 

Once they had fought to a 
bloody standstill a cease-fire line 
was agreed. 

Both India and Pakistan Ig¬ 
nored the wishes of the majority 
of the population, who supported 
the secular (non-rellglous) na¬ 
tionalist movement, the N atlonal 
Conference. 

Supporters of Independence 
In Kashmircontinuetoarguethat 
the people of K ashmir cannot be 
free If they are dominated by ei¬ 
ther the Pakistani or I ndian state. 


2 SOCIALISTWORKER19June2002 













WHAT WE THINK 


‘It will inspire others’ 

It will keep going until the teachers get what they want. 

If they are willing to keep doing this, and if the kids are too, then we’re not 
going to back down. 

In some ways kids are stronger than teachers. There are more of us. 

In the future we won’t be so reluctant to get involved. 

If the teachers win we’ll see that our voices count. 

It will inspire others. 

• GEMMA and STACEY, fifth form students from Auckland’s Marist College. 


DAVID COLYER, Socialist Worker 
editor, tells how socialists in 
Auckland have worked help build 
the student strike movement. 

I talked to Gemma and Stacey at 
a Socialist Worker stall on Queen 
Street, on Saturday June 15. 

Students at their school hadn't 
even been on strike, but they 
were explaining to me why unity 
between students and teachers is 
vital to winning the teachers' dis¬ 
pute, and that a victory for the 
teacherswould beavictoryforall 
grassroots people. 

The next day Socialist Worker 
put together a leaflet called "Stu¬ 
dents on Strike!", and printed 
thousands 

0 n M onday morning socialists 
handed out the leaflet at bus 
stops used by school students. 

A few hours later a group of 


fourth and fifth form girls from 
M t A Ibert G rammar phoned the 
Socialist Worker office. 

"We want a students' strike", 
they said, "can you help us?" 

They didn't need much help. 

E arlier that morning they had 
been part of a group of several 
hundred, mostly younger stu¬ 
dents, who had held a mass meet¬ 
ing on the field. 

They had planned to march to 
nearby Marist and then on to 
Western Springs to call them out 
on strike. 

They didn't have the numbers 
and were stopped by teachers. 
But many—like the group who 
phoned us—had refused to re¬ 
turn to class and continued to try 
and build the strike. 

We met the girls at lunch time 
outside the school gates. 

They took heaps more "Stu¬ 


dents on Strike!" leaflets. 

Later in the day we leafleted 
Auckland G irisG rammar. 

We also bumped into a young 
woman trying to organise a stu¬ 
dent union atWestern Springs and 
a leader of last weeks' student 
strike at E psom G iris G rammar. 

Elsewhere in the city other 
socialists were meeting activists 
from other schools. 

M any of these students want 
to see a giant demonstration of 
all high schools, on Friday after¬ 
noon, in the middle of town. 

Socialist Worker will help 
them work together to organise 
it. 

You can help by spreading the 
ideas in this newspaper and the 
"Students on Strike!" leaflet. 

Let us know what you're do¬ 
ing, phone (09) 634 3984, email 
socialist-worker(a)pLnet 


CHANGING 

TIMES 

Regular readers will 
have noticed that the 
last two issues of our 
two-weekly paper have 
taken three weeks each. 

We apologise for the 
delays, which were 
unplanned. 

Politics in Aotearoa 
have been changing so 
fast that we have had to 
take a bit of time to get 
our heads around it. 

Socialists needs to 
decide the best way for 
us to respond to the 
new mood of rebellion. 

A Broad Assembly of 
Socialist Worker will be 
held in Auckland on the 
weekend of 18-19 
August. 

It's open to everyone 
who wants to work with 
Socialist Worker to fight 
capitalism and war. 

Want to come along? 
Contact Grant; 

(09) 634 3377 
gcm@actrix.gen.nz 


Which way for Greens: government or grassroots? 


The big news from the recent Green Party 
AGM was the decision not to support any 
government that did not continue the ban 
on commerciai reiease of geneticaiiy 
modified organisms. 

This firm stand has contributed to the 
Greens' recent rise in the polls 

But it also attracted a lot of criticism from 
both Labour and the media. An editorial in 
the NZ Herald, for example, was titled "PM 
needs to stamp on Greens". 

But—as the cartoon next to the editorial 
pointed out—all the Greens have done is 
stick to their principles. 

Good on them. 

The decision on GE wasn't the only thing 
at the Greens' conference that would've 
make the Herald's editor and other capital¬ 
ists shudder. 

In their speeches to the conference. Green 
co-leaders Jeanette Fitzsimmons and Rod 
Donald repeatedly slammed Labour for giv¬ 
ing in to American and big-business pressure 
on issues such as; free trade, genetic engi¬ 


neering and support for George Bush'sinva- 
sion of Afghanistan. 

Donald brilliantly observed that: "La¬ 
bour's agenda is ‘corporate capitalism with 
a heart'." 

But in the same speech he was able to 
say: "Being Green can and should be good 
for business!" 

This wasjust one comment in the speeches 
of Rod Donald and Jeanette Fitzsimmons 
that showed they believe a Green society will 
be a capitalist one. 

This highlights a contradiction at the 
heart of the Green Party politics they want 
to get rid of the problemsof capitalism, but 
without getting rid of capitalism itself. 

It was also clear that these two M Ps put 
the emphasis on what happens in parlia¬ 
ment, ratherthan the grassroots movements 
that Green activists have helped build. 

A week before the Green Party confer¬ 
ence Rod Donald said: 

"To achieve our goals, we need to be part 
of government". 


The history of the Alliance over the last 
10 years has important lessons for the 
Greens. 

It shows that a party cannot aim to be 
part of a government that administers 
capitalism, while, at the same time, build¬ 
ing grassroots movements that challenge 
corporate control. 

To get what it wants, the Green Party 
faces a choice between parliamentary deals 
and grassroots action. 

Rod Donald clearly sees parliament and 
being in government as the way to go. 

But the power to challenge and get rid 
of capitalism lies with the collective actions 
of workers and other grassroots people, 
not laws passed by M Ps. 

On election day. Socialist Worker is call¬ 
ing fora vote for the Greens or the Alliance, 
but to achieve the better world that support¬ 
ers of the Greens, Alliance and Socialist 
Worker all want, we need to throw ourselves 
into building a "movement of movements" 
against capitalism. 
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Focus election 
on real issues 


By DAVID COLYER 

Speaking at the Labour Party’s 
national congress on May 16, 
Mike Williams, the Labour Party 
president warned delegates: 

“Our... enemy is the politics 
of prejudice. 

“The leader of the Act party, 
now desperate to avoid political 
oblivion, was clearly inspired by 
the success of Mr Le Pen in the 
recent French presidential elec¬ 
tion and suddenly discovered 
immigrants. 

“He forgets that we are all 
immigrants in this country 
whether we arrived in a waka, a 


ship or a 747. 

“... we must always stand 
ready to vigorously defend the 
tolerance and openness that 
has served this party and this 
country so well.” 

Williams’s warning about the 
danger of the far right is timely, 
but Act isn’t the only party look¬ 
ing for scapegoats, and immi¬ 
gration isn’t the only issue. 

Le Pen himself focused on 
crime in the first round of the 
French presidential election. 

In the led up to this election 
there are three main areas where 
the right-wing parties seem to 
think they can win votes through 


scapegoating and scare-mon- 
gering. 

One is immigration. Another 
is crime. The third is Treaty of 
Waitangi settlements and other 
“Maori issues”. 

National, Act and New Zea¬ 
land First (Winston Peters party 
if you’d forgotten) have all 
played with each of these is¬ 
sues. 

Act and National seem to 
have settled on the least con¬ 
troversial—crime. Winston has 
decided (once again) that stir¬ 
ring up anti-immigrant racism is 
the way to saving his political 
skin. 



Act’s crime stats 
under suspicion 


The National Party has 
announced a new “law and 
order” policy which will allow 
12-year-olds to be sent to 
prison. 

TheAct party has a "tough on 
crime" advertising campaign in 
newspapers and biiiboards 

Act ieader Richard Prebbie 
hasciaimed thatvioient crime has 
made N ew Z eaiand the most dan¬ 
gerous E ngiish-speaking country 
in the worid. 

NickVenter, poiiticai editor of 
theWeiiington'sDom/n/on news¬ 
paper, reveaied onj une4,that the 
"facts" Act ieader Richard 
Prebbie was using to back his 
ciaims of rising vioient crime 
were based on a fauity compari¬ 
son with N ew York crime statis¬ 
tics, and a Dutch study which 
didn't even iook at NewZeaiand. 

B ut even if we iook at the reai 
statistics, there is no evidence of 
any recent increase in crime. 

According to Statistics NZ: 

"The recorded offence rate 
rose steadiiy from 55 per 1,000 
popuiation in 1970 to an aii-time 


peak of 132 per 1,000 popuiation 
in 1992... 

"The offence rate remained 
fairiy steady between 1992 and 
1996, before decreasing to 111 per 
1,000 popuiation in 2000. How¬ 
ever, it remained higher than it 
was at any stage prior to 1984." 

To this we can add a further 
decrease to 110 in 2001. 

So N ationai and A ct couid be 
running around taiking about a 
big drop in crime rates over the 
iastten years. 

They couid aiso point out that 
crime figures suggest a strong iink 
between crime and unempioy- 
ment. Unempioyment has aiso 
been rising since the 1970s. Re¬ 
corded crime and unempioyment 
both hit a high around 1992. 

The story is the same for vio¬ 
ient crime. 

Statistics NZ notes that: vio¬ 
ient crime "constitutes oniy ap- 
proximateiy 10% of aii recorded 
offences." A nd, "there was iittie 
change in the offence rate for aii 
ciasses of vioient crime between 
1994 and 2000." 


WINSTON ALIGNED 
WITH HITLER-LOVER 

Winston Peter’s launched a racisttiradeagainstA sian immigrants 
in a speech in Wellington on J une 5. 

Wellington’s E vening Post reported: 

"A sian immigrants were to blame for petrol tax rises and hos¬ 
pital waiting lists, NZ First leader Winston Peterstold a crowded 
meeting in Wellington yesterday. 

" ‘T hat’s why you’re forking out on the petrol account to pay 
for Auckland’s roads,’ he said. 

"Mr Peters... explicitly aligned himself with French right¬ 
winger) ean-Marie Le Pen and assassinated Dutch populist Pirn 
Fortuyn. 

" ‘W hat the developed world is discovering is that if you try to 
bail out the world you end up being swamped.”’ 

Jean-Marie Le Pen is no mere "right-winger", he is a Nazi, 
whose supporters march in jackboots and brown shirts. 

L e Pen says that the H olocaust a mere "detail of history". 

Peter’sclaimsaboutA sian immigrants(notWhitesfrom Zim¬ 
babwe, South A frica or the U K) are equally racist and have the 
same level of credibility. 

Schools and hospitals are in trouble because teachers, nurses 
and doctors are over-worked, under-paid and are leaving their 
jobs. 

0 ur health, education and other social services have been 
starved of cash for years, so that big business could get tax cuts. 

A uckland’s traffic congestion could be solved if money was 
putinto public transport, rather than wasted on motorways which 
will only encourage more people to use their cars. 
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Winston Peters’ new 
friends? 
Members of French Nazi 
Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
National Front march 
past their leader in Paris 
in the 1990s 


Will Labour 
address the 
real issues? 

Labour claims to stand against the “politics of prejudice”. 

But, they are continuing to under-fund reading and pubiic 
transport, hospitais and schoois. This creates the frustration that 
Peters hopes to tap into with his racist iies. 

Labour aiso iegitimise the view that refugees and immigrants 
are a “probiem” with their “crack-downs” on “peopie smuggiers” 
and moves to copy Austraiia’s imprisonment of refugees. 

Shamefuiiy Labour have appeaied against the recent court 
ruiing which said that iocking up refugees and denying them baii 
“breached the UN Convention on Refugees”. 

instead of giving high schooi teachers a decent pay rise, the 
Labour has buiiied and abused them. Now they hope to bury the 
issue with hype of the eiection. 

The radicai ieft must work together to ensure there is a strong 
ieft-wing poii of attraction for those who become disiiiusioned 
with Labour. 

We must support the teachers and kick up a fuss about 
Labour’s support for genetic engineering, free trade and the war 
in Afghanistan. Together we can make sure these issues are on 
the eiection agenda, and iay the basis for more a powerfui ieft 
opposition in Labour’s second term. 


The war on 
drugs in NZ 

Cannabis legalisation activist BILLY McKEE wrote this article to 
Socialist Worker. 

The war on drugs in New Zealand started the mid-1970s with 
the introduction of the Misuse of Drugs Act. This was zealously 
enforced with “zero tolerance” shown to any users by police 
and courts. 

Before this there were hardiy any recreationai drugs around, and 
it was not considered a heaith probiem by authorities. 

Suddeniy there was heaps of good quaiity cheap “budda sticks” 
around. This iasted a few years, then there was none, just home¬ 
grown “NZ green”, and a whoie heap of high grade heroin. 

This caused a huge probiem that continues today. One motor- 
cycie ciub member i spoke to estimated that more than one-fifth of 
aii crime is drug-reiated. 

In 2001, 21,904 peopie were charged with drug offences. 

Since 1977, more than 150,000 souis have had their freedom 
vioiated, their travei and career pians destroyed, and been guided 
into the “professionai criminai” path. 

This cost the government over $55 miiiion in iegai costs in 1999- 
2000 . 

It has also placed a huge burden on those prosecuted. 

A regulated market—similar to alcohol and tobacco—is being 
called for by NormI (National Organization for Reform of Marijuana 
Laws, <norml@apc.org.nz>) and others. 

This type of reform is happening now in Europe and the UK. 

The cannabis market is estimated to turn over $1 billion per year. 

Using a regulated market, this would raise $150 million in tax. No 
small change. 

The Green Party is the only party with a “harm-reduction” policy. I 
hope the Alliance will take up a similar policy. 

This is the only realistic way to go, as 52% of NZers admit to the 
odd joint, while 16% are regular smokers. 

A large proportion of the workforce are casual smokers. There is 
no proof that this is detrimental to their work. Yet more stress is im¬ 
posed on workers (not bosses) with urine testing that would show up 
any use in the previous weeks. 

A sensible education programme has proven more effective 
overseas. 

It is not possible to stop people using drugs—even when they are 
in prison. Over 10,000 prisoners have been charged since 1998. 
They are doing no harm. 

Where is the respect for peoples’ wishes? 

Proportionally many more Maori are profiled and arrested by our 
“under resourced” police. 

Police get nearly $1 billion per year, over $20 million of this money 
is spent directly on arrests for cannabis. 

Prohibition creates health problems, as there is no health regula¬ 
tions on the production and supply of recreational drugs. 

This results in: crops that have been sprayed by the police with 
agent orange-type defoliants being offered for sale by desperate grow¬ 
ers; and instances of hepatitis and aids sufferers involved in the pro¬ 
duction of speed and home-bake heroin. 

The chemicals used to make hash oil are dangerous and addic¬ 
tive. 

Cannabis has been used as a medicine for thousands of years 
and is used by sufferers of cancer, HIV wasting syndrome, glaucoma, 
chronic pain, arthritis, multiple sclerosis, paraplegia epilepsy, depres¬ 
sion, aggression, stress and frustration (especially frustration caused 
by the prohibition and other acts of our government, such as releas¬ 
ing GE and war). 

The Health Select Committee is still taking submission before 
making a recommendation to parliament, so now is a good time to 
lobby your MP about some changes. 

In spite of the fact that all previous reports have been ignored— 
you are urged to get active. 
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Anti-prison proteters 
on the march 


On Tuesday June 4, 
Corrections Minister 
Matt Robson gave the 
go ahead for poiice to 
forcibiy remove 
protesters from the 
Ngawha prison site. 

37 were arrested, in¬ 
cluding kaumatua and 
kuia. 

Those arrested spoke 
of a level of intimidation 
not seen since the Spring- 
bokTour. 

Elderly men and 
women were kept for 12 
hours in a cell. Police had 
their batonsdrawn during 
questioning, and women 
were locked in a cell with 


a police dog. 

The speed with which 
the Labour government 
moved to enforce a tres¬ 
pass order has disgusted 
the opponents of the 350- 
bed prison. 

R obson attacked the 
protesters for not waiting 
for the outcome of a H igh 
Court appeal. But why 
should they wait while 
work hascontinued on the 
site. 

20 bulldozers and dig¬ 
gers have been doing ir¬ 
reparable damage to land 
that is considered wahi 
tapu (sacred) by Ngapuhi 
M aori. 


T 0 many of the protest¬ 
ers and their supporters, 
the actions of the courts 
and the government have 
been racist. 

The N orthland R e- 
gional Council had origi¬ 
nally turned down re¬ 
source consent for a 
prison at Ngawha on cul¬ 
tural grounds 

H owever, the govern¬ 
ment appealed to the E n- 
vironment Court and had 
the decision overturned. 
The same judge who sided 
with the government later 
ruled that work could con¬ 
tinue on the site until an 
appeal by the opponents 


of the prison was heard in 
the H igh Court. 

It was disillusionment 
with the court system that 
led to the occupation of 
the site by 100 people on 
J une 2. 

Despite the arrests, op¬ 
ponents of the prison are 
determined to fight on. 
M ore actions will be 
planned in the future. 

Messages of support, 
financial donations, can 
be made through a web 
site, 

<www.ngawha.org.nz> 
or phone Toi Mahi 
(09)405 2121 
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Labour’s got their 
priorities wrong 


The government’s 
argument for building the 
prison is that inmates will 
be close to whanau in 
Northland. 

Whilethisisa concern 
for some who cannot af¬ 
ford to travel to visit fam- 
ily members, one oppo¬ 
nent of the prison believes 
that: 

"Building prisons to in¬ 
carcerate more and more 
people is simply short¬ 
sighted. 

"In our community, 
the real need is for 
schools, education and 
other services". 

Successive govern¬ 
ments have closed hospi- 
talsand reduced theavail- 
ability of surgery in 
Northland, forcing many 
sick people to travel long 
distances to get urgent 
treatment. 

The $100 million being 
spent on the prison is 
money that could be spent 
returning essential social 


services to Northland. 

Chris Wilkes, G reen 
Party member, believes 
that a prison will do noth¬ 
ing to solve the social 
problemsin Northland. 

"The root cause is so¬ 
cial injustice... it is the 
likes of poverty, unem¬ 
ployment, domestic vio¬ 
lence—the basic deregu¬ 
lation of society under 
previous governments" 

Those backing the 
prison, including some lo¬ 
cal M aori leaders, sight 
the potential economic 
spin-offs. 

The business commu¬ 
nity in nearby Kaikohe 
hope to cash-in by secur¬ 
ing contracts to build and 
maintain the prison.W hile 
others are eying the pos¬ 
sibility of using cheap 
prison labour to boost 
their profits. 

ThedecisionoftheEn- 
vironment Court was all 
about money. I n the rul¬ 
ing, the cultural concerns 


of Ngapuhi were rejected 
in favour of the potential 
economic benefits to local 
businesses 

The N gawha prison is 
another example of the 
Labour government sid¬ 
ing with business over 
people.ltagain highlights 
their failure to "close the 
gaps", as promised at the 
last election. 



THE 




Solidarity protest in Auckland the day after the arrests 
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By VAUGHAN GUNSON 

Anything good in this country 
has always been won by 
people at the grassroots. 

Maori can look back at the 
Land March and Bastion Point. 
It was the mobilisation of 
masses of people that forced 
the government to acknowl¬ 
edge Maori land claims. 

It is going to take similar 
numbers to stop a govern¬ 
ment determined to build a 
prison at Ngawha. Any suc¬ 
cessful re-occupation of the 
land will require a network of 
hundreds, perhaps thousands 
of people. 


There are many in the North 
and around the country who 
are unhappy with the Labour 
government, those people 
need to be drawn into the 
struggle. 

Information needsto be put 
into peoples’ hands, which 
counters the lies of the govern¬ 
ment and the mainstream me¬ 
dia. Protests need to be adver¬ 
tised widely. 

The struggle at Ngawha is 
part of wider fight to build a 
society where the interests of 
grassroots people come first. 

It is struggle common to 
working class Maori and 
Pakeha. 


Currently, the teachers are 
in open rebellion against the 
government. Both teachers 
and opponents of the Ngawha 
prison are fighting the same 
forces that try to deny us con¬ 
trol over our lives. 

This mood of rebellion is 
spreading. 

There is the potential for a 
"movement of movements" in 
Aotearoa, where workers, oppo¬ 
nents of GE, tino rangitiratanga 
activists, students—everyone at 
the grassroots— unites against 
the capitalist system that op¬ 
presses us all. 

Then there would be no 
need for prisons anywhere. 


Voices 
from the 
struggle 

This land Is the focus 
of all running water. 
Different streams 
have a history, a 
whakapapa, which 
goes back many 
generations. It’s 
where people put 
their mana, their 
walrua, their spiritual 
beliefs, within waters 
which flowed beyond 
the boundaries of his 
area. In other words, 
this place Is sym¬ 
bolic; It Is an 
outreach to all other 
hapu within 
Northland... The 
waters [Ngawha 
Springs] were also 
used for healing by 
our people. 

■ PATARIKI TAU, 
Ngawha resident 

Why Isn’t there a 
university being 
built, a place of 
learning that Is 
affordable to Maori In 
this area? 

All the justice 
system and the 
courts are Is words. 
They are like an eel, 
all slippery and 
slimy. They say many 
things but they are 
all lies... I have no 
faith whatsoever In 
the outcome of the 
appeal. 

■ BENJAMIN 
NATHAN, activist 

The only way we are 
really going to grow 
this campaign Is with 
people. He tangata, 
people, are the best 
resource, and I 
believe It Is people 
who can make a 
change In this 
situation. 

■ CHRIS WILKES, 

Green Party 
member 
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■ GRAEME CHAMBERS, Birkenhead College union chair: 

‘I’ve never seen wildcat 
strikes iike this before’ 


by GRANT MORGAN 

"We're very, very angry." That's 
how StaceyA ndrews, union chair 
at M ahurangi Coiiege, describes 
the mood of teachers there. 

"Five years ago i supported 
Labour," Stacey toid Sociaiist 
Worker. But now she thinks that 
Labour's offer to secondary 
teachers "stinks". 

The new NCEA quaiification 
has increased teachers' workioad 
to breaking point. And a 5.5% 
pay offer over three years is a cut 
in reai terms because it's beiow 
infiation. 

To make matters worse, teach¬ 
ers' own union officiais tried to 
seii them the government's iousy 
deai. 

Overworked and underpaid. 
Dumped on by poiiticians. Let 
down by their union ieaders.A nd 
getting angry, i t's a typicai work¬ 
ers' taie. 

What makes this story different 
isthat rank-and-fiieteacherstook 
matters into their own hands 

At over 50 secondary schoois, 
teachers went on wiidcatsThese 
are strikes directiy organised by 
grassroots workers. 

Defying the poiiticians, the 
conservative media and union 


ieaders who don't want to fight, 
teachers waiked off the job. 

"i've never seen wiidcat strikes 
iike this before," said the union 
chair at Birkenhead Coiiege, 
G raeme Chambers. 

"it's amazing," he toid Sociai¬ 
ist Worker. "There's a resoive 
that's never been here before." 

Going against their own union 
ieaders, 75% 
of teachers 
said "no" to 
the govern¬ 
ment's second 
offer, way up 
on a 56% re¬ 
jection of an 
even worse 
first deai. 

i t shows a 
marked rise in 
the confidence 
of teachers. 

A ndthat'sentireiybecauseofthe 
wiidcats 

Education minister Trevor 
M aiiard has now switched from 
hard-iinethreatsto hintshe might 
offer teachers more money. 

M ass direct action has turned 
things around. 

The wiidcats have given teach¬ 
ers the power to stop a shoddy 
deai being pushed onto them. 


"You don't getanywherewith- 
out struggie," an East Auckiand 
teacher commented to Sociaiist 
Worker: 

A Weiiingtonteacherputitthis 
way: "We've taken the power 
away from our union executive, 
and the thing is to keep it." 

These teachers cieariy see that 
how much they are offered de¬ 
pends on how 
wiiiing they 
are to take di¬ 
rect action. 

When im¬ 
portant sec¬ 
tions of work¬ 
ers take direct 
action, they 
threaten capi- 
taiism's power 
structures. So 
aii big strikes 
are very poiiti- 
cai, even when the workers' de¬ 
mands are economic. 

To win,therefore, workersmust 
become poiiticai fighters 

That's what teachers are doi ng. 
They're turning up the heat on 
Labour, the traditionai party of 
teachers. 

The government's record $2.6 
biiiion surpius and its $870 mii- 
iion baiioutofA ir NZ'scorporate 


greedi es i s bei ng co ntrasted to the 
iousy deai offered to teachers 
This poiiticai biaswiii be criti¬ 
cised by teacher demonstrations 
at Labour's eiection meetings 
Such poiiticai activism means 
teachers are key piayers in the 
eiection even though they're not 
party candidates 
A nd it resoivesa diiemma fac¬ 
ing many workers. They don't 
think Labour has deiivered, but 
can't see a reai aiternative. 

This state of mind was voiced 
by the union chair at Gienfieid 
Coiiege, Don Mackintosh. 

"A iot of us are bitteriy disap¬ 
pointed in Labour," Don in¬ 
formed Sociaiist Worker. "B ut 
that doesn't mean i won't vote 
the way i traditionaiiy have." 

The teacher demonstrations at 
Labour's eiection meetings can 
resoive this diiemma. 

Teachers can protest against 
Labour's betrayai whiie stiii vot¬ 
ing Labour, if that's what they 
want. 

Teachersaregivingaii workers 
a iesson about how to create a 
reai aiternative. 

G rassroots mass actions which 
chaiienge the system's power 
structures are the way forward for 
workers everywhere. 


‘You don’t get 
anywhere 
without struggle’ 
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New phase of teachers’ struggle 


Labour tried to cane teachers into submission. It didn’t 
work. The poiiticians were sent into a spin by the wiidcats. 
So were the union officiais who didn’t want to fight. 

Now they’re trying to weaken teacher activism by more 
subtie tactics. 

These articies by GRANT MORGAN outiine the new 
phase of the teachers’ struggie. 


UNITY OR DISUNITY? 


The top union leaderships of the 
secondary teachers' PPTA and 
theprimaryteachers'NZEI have 
long fought each other. 

I n union slang, it's a "turf war" 
to preserve the privileges of rival 
bureaucracies. 

Of course, PPTA and NZEI 
officials present it differently. 
They claim it's about the interests 
of their"own" groups of teachers 

That's a laugh. I n the words of 
many secondary teachers, their 
PPTA officials "sold out" in the 
present contract dispute. 

A nd an ex-leader of the N Z EI, 
H elen Duncan, is now a Labour 
M p. She helped to design the new 
industrial law which, says the 
Council ofTradeU nions,is"more 
restrictive" on workers' legal right 
to strike than National's hated 
E mployment ContractsA ct. 

The interests of teachers, like 
those of all workers, are best 
served by united struggle.That's 
a basic union principle. 

But top PPTA officials are 
looki ng to shaft primary teachers 
to fund an "easy" settlement with 
the government that saves their 
bureaucratic arses 

They'retelling the government 
to ditch the pay parity agreement 
which advances all teacherswhen 
one section makes a gain. 

PPTA officialsare visiting staff- 
rooms in an effort to stir up sec¬ 
ondary teachers against their pri¬ 
mary colleagues. 

It's a line echoed by the right- 
wing editor of the N Z H erald. 

H is editorial on 13 J une called 
on Labour to "add parity to the 
educational dustbin". He con¬ 
demned "fixed wage relativities", 
favouring instead "a bargaining 
ethos based more on supply and 
demand". 

The Herald wants workers 
competing against each other in 
the labour market.That's always 
been the aim of market fanatics 
out to hold down pay. 

A nd Labour iscleverly playing 


both ends against the middle. 

With one breath. Labour says 
it's committed to pay parity. W ith 
another. Labour says the parity 
clause must drag down secondary 
teachers' pay. 

This is classic divide-and-rule 
stuff from politicians who've got 
themselves four pay rises in two 
years. 

A union can only take on the 
government if it has the massive 
support from other workers that 
secondary teachers enjoy today. 

H ere's what Socialist Worker 
was told by a blue-collar worker 
in Auckland who has never been 
active in his union: 

"All power to the teachers. 
Let's hope they win, it will be a 
real example to everyone else." 

What would "ordinary" work¬ 
ers like this think if the PPTA 
looked for a pay rise at the ex¬ 
pense of primary teachers? 

If that happened, the PPTA's 
legitimacy among other workers 
would be eroded. Its support 
would fade. And that would be 
fatal, if not in this dispute, then 
certainly in the next. 

The two teacher unions need to 
get together and sort out issues 
between them. Then they could 
present a united front to thegov- 
ernment.This would certainly be 
in the interests of all teachers. 

The impulse for unity will only 
come from the grassroots, not 
from officials whose bureaucratic 
interests are served by disunity. 

G rassroots activists from the 
PPTA and NZEI could start the 
same sort of network! ng that sec¬ 
ondary teachers used to spark the 
wildcat strikes 

I f secondary teachers' protests 
at Labour's election meetings 
were joined by primary teachers, 
theywould befar more powerful. 

A nd teacher activists should be 
asking all local unions to join 
their demonstrations. 

A s the saying goes: U nited We 
Stand, D ivided We Fall. 



Activism or bureaucracy? 

Education minister Trevor Mallard Is laying a bureaucracy trap for sec¬ 
ondary teachers. 

He’s holding out the hope that a Ministerial Taskforce will be the ave¬ 
nue for resolving teachers' grievances. 

Mallard wanted a long delay before the taskforce started up. 

PPTA president Jen McCutcheon Is calling on the minister to set It up 
Immediately. 

Whatever date It’s set up, the taskforce will become a ‘black hole' to 
bury teacher activism. 

Brett Bradley, union chair at Waltakere College, told Socialist Worker: 

"The PPTA has failed to control the wildcats. The union hasn’t got 
control of Its members any longer.” 

How can PPTA officials regain control? By eroding grassroots revolt 
with a taskforce talkfest. 

This Is playing Into the hands of the state, which also wants to put a 
stop to direct action. 

At the taskforce the talk and talk and talk will drag on. The sting will go 
out of the wildcats. The old bureaucratic methods of operation will 
make a comeback. 

And secondary teachers will be returned to the control of union offi¬ 
cials wedded to easy deals with the state. 

This path Isn’t going to deliver justice for teachers. 

An alternative path was shown by the wildcats. 

These grassroots actions did two things. They forced the state onto 
the back foot. 

And they put power directly Into the hands of teachers, rather than 
remote union officials. 

Teachers will win their just demands by relying on direct action, not a 
bureaucratic talkfest. 


Produced by SOCIALIST WORKER 

Pages 8 & 9 have also been printed as a free 
leaflet, Socialist Workers’ second on the teachers’ 
dispute. 

To get copies, or help our mass leaflet drive: ring 
(09) 634 3984 or email socialist-worker@pl.net 

Our leaflets are cheap, not free. Your donation 
funds more leaflets. Send money to PO Box 13-685 
Auckland. 
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Lessons from the teachers 


By DON FRANKS 

On the 24 May I wrote to the 
national leadership of the 
Council of Trade Unions, 
expressing “total opposition to 
the public attacks on striking 
teachers made by CTU presi¬ 
dent Ross Wilson” and 
appealing to the CTU leader¬ 
ship to “get out there and 
organise maximum support for 
the teachers just claims.” 

The reply is reprinted 
alongside this column. 

Ross writes that the Na¬ 


tional Affiliates Council 
“suggested that, in future, I 
take up issues like this 
through my own union.” 

I’m unaware of any constitu¬ 
tional or other reason why a 
CTU member should not send 
a letter to the top leadership. 
They should be pleased to get 
our opinions. 

However, as Service and 
Food Workers Union Secretary 
John Ryall could tell Ross, I 
had in fact raised the matter of 
support for teachers in my 
own union before writing to 


the CTU. 

One of the many lessons 
from the teachers struggle is 
that the “proper channels” are 
often to be found wanting in 
big union disputes, leaving 
workers with no option but to 
take matters into their own 
hands. 

Comments from rank-and- 
file teachers John and Michael 
(below) show more clearly than 
any words of mine why PPTA 
members took the “unilateral 
strike action” that Ross Wilson 
complains of. 


John: ‘We’ve taken the power’ 


The Even/ng Post description of the Weiiington meeting 
as a "bunfight" was a ioad of shite. 

Theyjust quoted onewoman who ieft the meeting eariy, 
i don't know why she did. 

i t wasn't a bunfight, it was an orderiy meeti ng, aithough 
every singie person who spoke from the fioor spoke against 
ratification. 

E very speaker? 

Yes, and that was the case at the H uttVaiiey meeting as 
weii. 

H ow do you think the executive wiil react to all this? 

Sod the executive, they'ii be voted out at the next eiec- 
tion. if they seem to think they can just stay there after 
two rejections they must think they're giued into their 
chairs 

A tthe moment it looks like the offer will be rejected, what 
will you all do then? 

Weii, we've got a regionai meeting coming up next 
Thursday, we'ii be abie to make some decisions then.The 
main thing teachers shouid remember is, we've taken the 
power away from the executive and the thing is to keep it. 



Northcote College teacer, 
(not John or Michael) 


Michael: ‘Many drops of water turn the mill’ 


That bit in the sociaiist paper 
about union ieaders moving to 
the right makes some sense. 

i think our executive has 
moved to the right 

Why do you think that’s hap¬ 
pened? 

i think some of them have po- 
iiticai aspirations 

There's sort of iike an oid 
boys' dub of union ieaders and 
poiiticians i t reminds me of a dis¬ 
pute i had years ago when i 
worked for the post office, 
i made a whoie iot of appiica- 


tionsto secure the right grade for 
the work i wasactuaiiy doing, but 
got no acknowiedgment of my 
ietters 

So i appeaied to the union, the 
Post 0 fficeA ssociation, and they 
said there was nothing they couid 
do. 

W hat did you do then? 

i took the case up myseif at 
thisindustriai court and thejudge 
said my comments about the post 
office and the union were very 
serious stuff—serious accusa¬ 
tions. The workers' representa¬ 


tive on the court said hardiy any¬ 
thing. 

This taught me that aii these 
guys were sort of mates i t seems 
careerists can rise up and controi 
any organisation. 

But at the moment you members 
are in control. It seems the cru¬ 
cial difference between your pre¬ 
vious dispute and the one you’re 
in now isthatthistime you’re not 
alone. 

0 h yes, definitely, that's right. 
Like the Pete Seegar song says: 
M anydropsofwaterturnthemiii. 


ROSS 

WILSON'S 

REPLY 

Dear Don, 

Thanks for your letter 
which I did refer to the 
National Affiliates Council, 
which suggested that, in 
future, you take issues like 
this up through your own 
union. 

As union members the 
PPTA members commit to 
the democratic processes 
of the union, and my 
concern was that the 
unilateral strike action pre¬ 
empted a detailed report 
back by their negotiators, a 
fully informed debate in the 
context of the union 
strategy, and a collective 
vote by all members of the 
national bargaining unit. 

So while I have actively 
supported the efforts to get 
a settlement, including the 
earlier nationally co¬ 
ordinated industrial action, 
and I can understand the 
teachers' frustration, Ido 
not support the unilateral 
strike action which has 
been taken by PPTA 
members, on a branch by 
branch basis, outside any 
nationally agreed strategy. 

I think the PPTA’s 
greatest strength during the 
difficult years of the last 
decade has been its 
national collectively and 
cohesiveness. This has 
ensured that it has success¬ 
fully defended its national 
collective agreement and 
the secondary teaching 
sector, against bulk funding 
and fragmentation. 

So while I do not 
support wildcat action I do 
respect the right of PPTA 
members to make the final 
decision on this, and I will 
continue to support the 
union efforts to improve the 
conditions of employment 
for teachers. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ross Wilson. 
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Auckland 
PPTA chairs 
speak out 

The chairs of PPTA teacher union branches in Auckland 
taik with Sociaiist Worker about their dispute. 

What is your attitude to Labour’s offer? 

GRAEME CHAMBERS Birkenhead College:"lt's not 
enough." 

BRETT BRADLEY Waitakere College:"! 'm unhappy." 

JOHN BLAIR G lendowie College: "It stinks." 

DAVID FOWLIE Selwyn College: "There's strong views either 
way." 

JOHN MINTOTangaroa College:"lt's hopeless." 

ROB GRAFTON Westlake Boys H igh School:"! t's not 
enough." 

TERRY GORDON E dgewater College: "I t's taken a 
disappointing length of time to be resolved." 

What is the majority opinion of your fellow teachers? 

GRAEME CHAMBERS Birkenhead College:"They're pretty 
angry. A nd they're disgruntled with their own [union] 
executive." 

BRETT BRADLEY Waitakere College: "People are cross 
here who've never been cross before." 

JOHN BLAIR G lendowie College:"The staff are pretty 
unanimous." 

JOHN MINTOTangaroa College:"Not a single person voiced 
support for the deal." 

ROB GRAFTON Westlake Boys H igh School:"! t's fairly 
negative." 

TERRY GORDON E dgewater College: "There's a lot of 
discontent." 

What are the political implications? 

GRAEME CHAMBERS Birkenhead College:"! don't think 
anyone believes National will do any better than Labour. 
Some are saying they won't vote. Some are tipping to the 
G reens, although maybe still seeing them as off the planet. 
Some Labour Party policies are good. I don't think people 
will turn away from Labour, although they might turn off 
Labour. We don't have a lot of faith in any politicians" 

ROB GRAFTON Westlake Boys H igh School:"M ost teachers 
tend to be left rather than right because of our core values of 
co-operation." 

DAVID FOWLIE Selwyn College: "It's difficult to tell.There's 
been minimal comment on wider political implications." 



'mi m.. 

Students on 
strike! 


Socialist Worker's new 
leaflet for high school 
students is out now. 

It includes comments from 
students around the 
country, and ideas on how 
to take the strike 
movement forward. 

Help us get this leaflet to 
as many high school 
students as possible. 

See page 15 to contact 
Socialists near you. 
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Helen Clark 
apologises to 

SAMOA 

On the 40th anniversary of Samoan independence this month, prime minister Heien Ciark made an historic apoiogy for injustices 
committed by New Zeaiand authorities in Samoa. 

Some Samoan and New Zeaiand poiiticians have criticised or piayed down the apoiogy. 

Ciark was absoiuteiy right to apoiogise. 

But whiie expressing sorrow and regret for the “tragic events”, she put them down to “inept and incompetent” administrators. 
And her apology was linked to events from “earlier years”, before the mid-1930s. Now, she claimed. New Zealand is a “friend” of 
Samoa. 

But the brutality of New Zealand colonialism in Samoa was not due to incompetent individuals. It was a deliberate policy of the 
New Zealand government. 

And New Zealand’s oppression of Samoa did not end in the 1930s. It’s still going on today. 

GRANT BROOKES investigates. 


‘I do not care 
if they are 
going to die, 
iet them die 
and go to heii’ 


NZ Colonel 
Robert Logan 


Colonial rule and 
resistance 

New Zealand’s colonial rule in Samoa was racist and 
brutal to the core. 

B ut it was resisted not oniy by Samoans, but by N ew 
Zeaiand workers too. 

H eien Ciark singied out three "tragic events" in her 
apoiogy. 

0 n 7 November 1918, New Zeaiand authorities in 
the capitai,A pia,aiiowed theshipTaiuneto dock. Pas¬ 
sengers on board were known to be sick with infiuenza. 

The disease spread rapidiy. When it reached a re¬ 
mote boarding schooi at Papauta, 120Samoan girisfeii 
iii. 

The teachers asked the A dministrator, coionei 
Robert Logan, for heip for their pupiis H e said: "I do 
not care if they are going to die, iet them die and go to 
heii". 

Even more outrageousiy, Logan turned down an 
offer of medicai aid from American Samoa. The fiu 
epidemic eventuaiiy kiiied 22% of the Samoan popu- 
iation. 

A pariiamentary inquiry in New Zeaiand deared 
Logan. "It is easy to criticise", said the report, "in the 
light of after-events, the conduct of individuals". 

By 1926 a democratic, non-violent pro-independ¬ 
ence movement had arisen - the M au movement. 

H igh chief TupuaTamase Lealofi III, explained its 
goal: "It is the wish of the M au that Samoa should be 
controlled by the Samoans". 90% of Samoans sup¬ 
ported it and refused to pay taxes 

The newA dministrator,general G eorge R ichardson, 
complained that a "democratic attitude" meant "the 
natives were given a false perspective: the notion that 
they were as good as the white man". 


H e banished M au leaders from their villages I n- 
creasingly, chiefs were stripped of their titles. New 
"crimes" were invented.To "intrigue or undermine the 
authority" could mean a year in prison. 

Yet in J uly 1927, the minister of external affairs in 
Wellington told Parliament: "There is nothing wrong 
with the Samoan administration". 

Prime minister Gordon Coates personally intro¬ 
duced legislation to deport leaders of the M au move¬ 
ment from Samoa without trial. 

Thisfailed to suppress the rebellion, which grew into 
boycotts (or sa) of European-owned businesses and 
demonstrations in the capital. 

On "Black Saturday", 28 December 1929, armed 
police opened fire with rifles and machine-guns on a 
M au demonstration. 9 unarmed protesters were killed, 
includingTupuaTamase, and 50 more wounded. 

New Zealand's newly elected prime minister] oseph 
Ward defended the police and a reign of terror was 
imposed on Samoan villages. 

The resistance continued, both by the Mau in Sa¬ 
moa and by trade unionists, pacifists and socialists in 
N ew Zealand. 

H arry H olland, the socialist leader of the Labour 
Party, had agitated bravely against the administration 
since 1916. 

H e argued thaf'our local capitalists see in the trou¬ 
bled little islands a field for exploitation"—although 
without the backing of his Labour party. 

The Communist Party called on workers to support 
the M au by "refusing to handle any means necessary 
for the coercion of Samoa". 

A fter B lack Saturday,A uckland watersiders passed 
a resolution demanding that all New Zealand military 
operations in Samoa should cease. 

The Seamen's U nion refused to work any merchant 
ship carrying military reinforcements 
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A peaceful protest in Apia against New Zealand colonial rule by the Mau movement. It was during 
a protest like this that New Zealand police opened fire with rifles and machine-guns. 


NZoppression goes on 

Helen Clark apologised for past Injustices, but said 
that nowadays, “what we do meets Samoa’s needs”. 

Sadly, the oppression of the people of Samoa - and 
other Pacific nations - is still going on.Today it occurs 
through the promotion of neo-liberal policies and glo¬ 
balisation, often in co-operation with indigenous Pa¬ 
cific rulers. 

I n M arch, public sector workers from around the 
Pacific met in Auckland at the Public Sector Interna¬ 
tional Oceania conference. 

They said that policies of privatisation and deregu¬ 
lation, imported from New Zealand, were cutting liv¬ 
ing standards, workers' rights and jobs 

Last year, a "concerted effort" at the Pacific I slands 
Forum by H elen Clark's government, along with Aus¬ 
tralia and theAsian Development Bank, resulted in 
two new free trade deals for the Pacific. 

The opening up of Pacific markets has been a bo¬ 
nanza for N ew Zealand businesses. Last year, export¬ 
ers made $489 million out of them. 

"Free trade" has not brought the same benefits to 
Pacific countries, which sold only $134 million worth 
of goodsto New Zealand. 

It's even more uneven in Samoa's case. New Zea¬ 
land businesses make 20 times as much out of Samoa 
as their businesses earn from us 

But while New Zealand businesses, backed by the 
N ew Z ealand state, are busy sucking more money from 
the Pacific, our government refuses to allow Pacific 
people to come here. 

FI elen Clark should follow her apology to the peo¬ 


ple of Samoa by restoring their New Zealand citizen¬ 
ship and allowing them to immigrate. 


40 years after 
“independence”, 
there is no 
iiberation for 
the poor. 


Criticism in Samoa 

Samoa’s prime minister, Tuiiaepa Saiieie Maiieiegaoi, 
was among those who downpiayed Heien Ciark’s 
apoiogy. 

"Samoa is a country founded on love, humility and 
Christian principles", he said. 

Many at the top of Samoan society are nervous 
about rekindling the memory of colonisation and re¬ 
sistance. 

I n the 1920s, poor Samoans thought that the M au 
independence movement would liberate them.The first 
item of the Mau manifesto declared:"all men are equal 
in the sight of G od". 

The M au were labelled "Bolshevists" by the E uro- 
pean colonists, after the R ussian revolutionary social¬ 
ists led by Lenin. 

Today, 40 years after "independence", there is no 
liberation for the poor. A ccording to the U nited N a- 
tions D evelopment P rogramme, 48% of Samoans can¬ 
not afford to buy the food needed for a healthy diet. 

M eanwhile, between 1972 and 1997, the top 10% of 
income earners doubled their share of the wealth to 
40% of total national income. 

TheM au condemned the faipules, the Samoan lead¬ 
ers loyal to colonialism. 

Those at the top of Samoan society today are afraid 
that too much attention on the past might lead poor 
Samoans to abandon "humility" and question them. 
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Waikato water pipeline picket 

‘We don’t want to drink Waikato water’ 



By KARYN AMOORE 

Monday June 3, a vibrant 
and lively picket was held 
at the Waikato pipeline 
filtration and pumping 
station outside of 
Tuakau. 

It was called by Water 
Pressure G roup (WPG ) 
and Citizens A gainst Pri¬ 
vatisation (CAP) and be¬ 
gan with a motorcade 
from the Khyber Reser¬ 
voir, Auckland City. 

The first stop was 
Papakura, where an ex¬ 
posed pieceof the pipe¬ 
line was painted with 
the words,"No Waikato 
water". 

The convoy of cars, 
decorated with signs and 
"Dump M etrowater" 
tape, continued on to 
Tuakau. 

There we were wel¬ 


comed by local M aori and 
members of the Sovereign 
Land Owners Maori 
group. A number of 
speakers addressed this 
brief rally before the mo¬ 
torcade continued to the 
pumping station. 


By this stage more than 
20 cars and vans, and over 
60 people had converged. 

Plastic road barricades 
had been used to block 
the approach to the gate. 
These were easily moved 
aside, and some of the 


protesters stood and sat 
around the one security 
car to stop it bei ng moved. 

Vans from the motor¬ 
cade were then parked in 
front of the gates to en¬ 
sure no traffic could cross 
the picket line. 

Before the decision 
was made not to breach 
the gates (the fences 
stopped 30m into the trees 
either side) 

There were heated ar¬ 
guments between mem¬ 
bers of the Sovereign 
Land Owners and M aori 
Wardens being used as 
gate security. 

The picket was main¬ 
tained for five hours. 
R egular rain showers did 
not dampen the mood. A 
hearty barbecue, musi¬ 
cians, and the many 
speeches were enjoyed by 
all. 

WPG and CAP stated 
that: 

"There is a regional 
agenda to commercialise 
and franchise our water 
services. Watercare is a 
commercial company.The 
quality of the water and 
the fact that the Waikato 
source will cost three 
times the amount of res¬ 
ervoir water doesn't 
worryWatercare.Afterall, 
the rich can afford bottled 
water and ordinary peo¬ 
ple can foot the bill 
through increased user- 
pays charges" 

M eredyd Barrar 
(CA P) states that thispri- 
vatisation of water serv¬ 


ices comes directly from 
the "think tanks" of the 
World Bank, and that, "it 
is only mass action that 
will resolve this". 

The M inistry of H ealth 
is confident that treated 
water from the Waikato 
will comply with NZ 
drinking water standards, 
which at present are not 
mandatory. 

B ut these standards 
only measure 137 deter¬ 
minants (chemicals, 
pathogens etc) which 
Penny Bright (WPG) 
states is "only the tip of 
the contaminant iceberg". 
Thousands of other po¬ 
tentially hazardous sub¬ 
stances are ignored. 

"Where isthe evidence 
that the short and long 
term public health risks 
from using Waikato water 
as a raw source of drink¬ 
ing water have been as¬ 
sessed, managed and 
minimised?". Penny asks. 

The W ew Z ealand H er¬ 
a/d reported that the 
treated water will still 
contain arsenic, boron 
and nitrates. 

Before the protesters 
left the picket, a huge, 
three metre high, barri¬ 
cade was erected against 
the fence and gate. Dead 
pinetrees, rocks, signs and 
the plastic road barriers 
were used to build this 

It was announced that 
we would return in 
greater numbers if/when 
the pipeline isturned on. 

This date has not been 
supplied even in reply to 
official information re¬ 
quests and a vague "end of 
June" was mentioned. 

So far Waitakere, 
R odney, N orth Shore, and 
Papakura councils have 
adopted resolutionscalling 
for "best raw water first", 
requiring that Waikato 
water only be used in times 
of emergency. 

Thishasbeenaresultof 
di rect actions and the pres¬ 
sure of public opinion. 

To join the campaign, 
contact: Penny Bright 
(09) 846 9825 


WHAT'S ON 




G]E IFiree 'Natitoinial 
IDay 

of Act iLOini 
JIUNIE 22 

Called by GE Free Coalition (Safe Food 
Coalition, Greenpeace, GE Free NZ, 
Bio-gro & Green Party). 

GE Free Activists Strategy Hui 
Saturday 15 & Sunday 16 June. 

Tapu Te Ranga Marae, Weilington. 

National contact Tremane Barr, phone 
(03) 981 5235, or email 
<tremane.barr ©clear, net.nz> 


• CHRISTCHURCH 

Every Saturday— peace vigil, 12:30 to 
1pm, by the Chalice in the Square. 
Every Friday— Redevlopment picket 
vigil, 4:30-6 pm, Wesley house, Bealey 
Ave 

• WELLINGTON 

Every Monday— Capital GE Free meets 
6pm, Green Rooms, Green Building, 
cnr Courtney PI & Cambridge Toe. 
Every Tuesday— Anti- Bypass Action 
meets 7:30, 289 Cuba St. 


Every Thursday— Vigil for peace, 5 to 
6pm at Cenotaph. Contact (04) 382 
8129 

Every Thursday— Campaign for a 
Better city (CBC) meets 6:30, 3rd Floor, 
Trades Flail Vivian St. 

• ROTORUA 

June 14— Sue Bradford, Green MP, 
public meetings: 11am lecture room N, 
Polytech, 1pm, Community Flouse, 
Haupapa St. 

• AUCKLAND 

Every Tuesday— Wake Up Auckland 
organising meetings, 7:30pm, 

Freemans Bay Community Centre, 
Hepburn St, Contact Marney: 376 6213, 
<marney@xtra.co.nz> 

Every Wednesday— Auckland GE Free 
Coalition meeting, 6pm, Green Party 
office 308 Great North Road, Grey Lynn. 
To July 2 ^ — Reporting the world: John 
Pilger’s Great Eyewitness Photographers 
at the Auckland War Memorial Museum, 
admission $10 / $7.50. 

June 3— “Voices Under Fire”, Global 
Peace & Justice Auckland forum. 
7:30pm, rades Hall, 147 Great North 
Rd, Grey Lynn. 
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CONTACTTHE 
SOCIALISTS 
IN YOUR AREA 


★ NORTHLAND 


Phone: Vaughan (09) 433 8897 
Email: vaughangigihug.co.nz 


★ AUCKLAND 


M eets 7.30pm every Tuesday at the 
Trade Union Centre, 147 Great North Rd, 
Grey Lynn. Transport available. 

Phone: Len 634 3984 
Email: socialist-workengpl.net 


★ TAURANGA 


Phone: Tony 544 1859 
Email: hatosnell(@hotmail.com 


★ ROTORUA 


Phone: Bernie 345 9853 
Email: bernieh@clear.net.nz 


★ NEW PLYMOUTH 


Email: edithandal@pocketmail.com.au 


★ WELLINGTON 


Meets 7.30pm every Monday at Room 2, 
Crossways (back entrance), Elizabeth St, 
Mt Victoria. 

Phone: Gordon 972 2296 
Email: gfarris@i4free.co.nz 


★ CHRISTCHURCH 


Phone: Don 385 5268 
Email: dwa@netaccesaco.nz 


★ TIMARU 


Phone: Vaughan 686 6498 


★ NATIONAL OFFICE 


Socialist Worker members el sew here in 
Aotearoa and our sister organisations 
overseas can be contacted through 
Socialist Worker's national office. 

Phone: (09) 634 3984 

Fax: (09) 634 3936 

Write: PO Box 13-685 Auckland 

Email: socialist-worker@pl.net 


Socialist Wotket 
is on the internet 

http://au.geocities.coiTi/swo_nz/ 


Socialist Worker 

WHERE WE STAND 



SOCIALISM 

Capitalism is a system of exploitation 
which generates inequality, crisis and war. 
Although workers create society’s wealth, 
it is controlled by the ruling class for its 
own selfish ends. 

Socialism can only be built when the 
working class takes control of social 
wealth and democratically plans its 
production and distribution to meet 
human needs, not private profits. This will 
eliminate all class divisions in society. 

Stalinist countries such as China and 
Cuba, just like the former Soviet Union 
and the Eastern bloc, have nothing to do 
with socialism. They are state capitalist. 
We support the struggles of workers 
against every dictatorial stalinist ruling 
class. 

REVOLUTION NOT REFORMISM 

The present system cannot be 
reformed to end exploitation and oppres¬ 
sion, contrary to what Alliance, Labour 
and union leaders claim. It must be 
overthrown by the working class. 

Capitalism’s parliament, army, police 
and judiciary protect the ruling class. 
These institutions cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 

To pave the way to socialism the 
working class needs a new kind of 
state—a democratic workers state based 
on workers councils and workers militia. 

INTERNATIONALISM 

Workers in every country are exploited 
by capitalism, so the struggle for social¬ 
ism is global. 

We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. We fight 
racism and imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. We support all 
genuine national liberation struggles. 


We are internationalists because 
socialism depends on spreading working 
class revolutions around the world. 

LIBERATION FROM 
OPPRESSION 

We fight for democratic rights. We 
oppose the oppression of women, Maori, 
Pacific Islanders, lesbians and gays. 

All forms of oppression are used to 
divide the working class. 

We support the right of all oppressed 
groups to organise for their own defence. 
Their liberation is essential to socialist 
revolution and impossible without it. 

TINO RANGATIRATANGA 

We support the struggle for Maori self 
determination. 

The government’s approach to Treaty 
claims has benefited a Maori elite while 
doing little for working class Maori. 

Tino rangatiratanga cannot be 
achieved within capitalism. It will only 
become a reality with the establishment 
of a workers’ state. 

REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 

To achieve socialism the most militant 
sections of the working class have to be 
organised into a mass revolutionary 
socialist party. 

We are in the early stages of building 
such a party through involvement in the 
day-to-day struggles of workers and the 
oppressed. 

The Socialist Workers Organisation 
must grow in size and influence to provide 
leadership in the struggle for working class 
self-emancipation. 

We need to revitalise the unions with a 
rank-and-file movement. 

If you like our ideas and want to fight 
for socialism, then join us. 


I If you like reading Socialist Worker, send in this form: I 

I □ I want to attend a socialist meeting i 

I □ I want to join the Socialist Workers Organisation I 

j □ I want to subscribe to Socialist Worker (enclose $30 for a year) j 

I I 

I NAME.PHONE. | 

I ADDRESS. I 

[ EMAIL. [ 

I Post to Sociaiist Worker, PO Box 13-685 Auckiand I 
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Take the GE free message to 
Labour’s election meetings 


The GE Free National Day of Awareness 
is happening on June 22. 

On that day people across the country 
will be using a range of activities to show 
their support for making Aotearoa GE. 

Everyone can participate by wearing 
stickers, handing out leaflets and putting a 
GE free sign on their front fence or letter 
box. 

The Greens have already made GE an 
election issue. But the political establish¬ 
ment is trying to push it out of the way. 

The desperate right-wing parties—Na¬ 
tional, Act and NZ First—will be whipping 
up a panic, demanding draconian police 
powers and scapegoating refugees, Maori 
and beneficiaries. 

Labour will be warning of political “in¬ 
stability” or National getting back in, if they 
don’t get “two ticks”. 

We have to make sure GE stays on the 
election agenda. 

GE free supporters should take inspira¬ 
tion from the high school teachers. 

They are demanding a better deal from 
Helen Clark’s government, and will be com¬ 
ing in large numbers to Labour’s election 
meetings to make their point. 

Similar actions by GE free supporters 
will help build a big vote for the GE free 
parties, and prepare the ground for a re¬ 
freshed movement to carry on the struggle 
after the election. 































